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4530 Big Met Pl. • $146,000
West Park

15621 Normandy Ave. • $361,550
West Park

16928 Woodbury Ave. • $165,000
West Park

16800 Pearldale Ave. • $170,000
West Park

Visit WestParkHomes.com
for details on these homes and more!

5638 Mackenzie Rd. • $263,000
North Olmsted

Your West Park Expert
Since 1988!

5470 Main St. • $197,500
North Ridgeville

“Kevin was a true professional! The service he provided made 
the buying and selling process easy and less stressful. I would 
recommend Kevin to anyone looking to buy and/or sell a house. 
I also give him a 5-star rating in every aspect of the buying & 
selling process.” – Bill & Jen S. – West Park, ZILLOW 11/2020

Kevin O’Malley
216.496.8862
Kevin@OmalleysHomes.commalleysHomes.commalleysHomes.com

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

West Park Values Continue to Soar!
Wondering What Your Home is Worth?

Contact me for your FREE
Comparative Market Report Today!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Call or Text
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Dine, Shop, Enjoy!
A Caring Dental Group
ACE Hardware
Al Wilhelmy Flowers
Carol & John’s Comic Shop
Chase Bank
City Star Nails
Dollar Tree

Kamms Plaza Shopping Center is home to retail shops, restaurants, lifestyle venues and health services. 
Anchored by Marc’s. Live your life well!

Space Available
440.892.4900Kamms Plaza

Located at Lorain Ave. & Rocky River Dr.

Kamm’s Corners Ice Cream Co. 
Mobility City of Greater Cleveland 
Mr. Hero
Peace, Love & Little Donuts
Red Lantern Kitchen & Bar
Romeo’s Pizza

Sherwin-Williams
Subway Sandwiches 
Sunshine Dry Cleaners
Supercuts 
West Park Vision Clinic
Westpark Nutrition
Working Class Brewery

Dragon Towers
Electric Beach
Fitness 19
Gene’s Place Restaurant
H & R Block
Kamms Barber Shop
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Dear Neighbors,
This has been a busy winter in West Park Kamm’s! In the coming pages, we’re excited 
to share the results of many months of work with our partners on projects like the Old 
Lorain Road Study, the renovation of the West Park branch of Cleveland Public Library, 
and new businesses that have opened or are in development. Despite the current health 
situation, entrepreneurs continue to make West Park Kamm’s their home and see the 
benefits of operating in this supportive and vibrant neighborhood.

Our team has also been busy preparing for summer 2021 programming. We’re building 
on the successes of last summer’s adapted Kamm’s Corners Farmers Market, reimaging 
the Lawn Chair Cinema and Walk on Wednesdays, and developing new sustainability 
projects that will add resources like free rain barrels and trees to enhance this summer’s 
programming.

All of us at WPKND look forward to sharing this work, gathering feedback, supporting 
our neighbors facing challenges, and connecting directly with as many of you as possible this spring! 
Here are a few ways to get involved in the neighborhood:
1. Attend the March 23 virtual presentation to learn more about the Old Lorain Road Study (details page 14-15).
2. Join us for summer programming and neighborhood updates on May 12 in a virtual community meeting

(details page 10-11).
3. Plan a virtual block club meet and greet with West Park Kamm’s staff tailored to your street! Reach out to Devon, our

Neighborhood Engagement Coordinator, to plan a date; devon@westparkkamms.org or 216-252-6559 x 1000.
4. Seek assistance with housing repairs or concerns from JD Smith at jd@westparkkamms.org or 216-252-6559 x 1300.
5. Follow us on social media, @WestParkKamms, for updates and announcements on important neighborhood projects!

All of us are looking forward to the coming warmer temperatures and sunnier skies. As always, we invite your feedback 
and contribution to our organization and neighborhood.

Happy Spring!

The vision of West Park Kamm’s 
Neighborhood Development is 
to promote, develop, and guide 

the West Park neighborhood 
as the best place to live, learn, 

work, shop, and play.

Rosemary Mudry | Executive Director        Todd Sheppard | Board President

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR AND PRESIDENT

West Park Magazine is published by West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development, a non-profit, neighborhood-based planning and development organization serving the Kamm’s Corners/West Park 
community of Cleveland, Ohio. West Park Magazine, West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development management and staff are not responsible for any representations and/or warranties, oral or written, 
made by its advertisers. It is our policy to neither endorse political candidates, nor take a stand on ballot issues. 17407 Lorain Avenue, Suite 200, Cleveland, Ohio 44111-5538 ©2021
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It goes without saying that 2020 was a 
difficult, challenging year for many of 
us including the business community. 
Let’s spend a few minutes celebrat-

ing the many entrepreneurs and business 
owners in West Park Kamm’s that forged 
ahead with plans or adapted quickly to meet 
changing needs in 2020 and also take a look 
at some encouraging developments on the 
horizon.

In early 2020, two beauty salons opened on 
Rocky River Drive—Art Beat Nail Salon at 
4159 Rocky River Drive and The Beauty Car-
tel at 4251 Rocky River Drive.

In March, Hatfield’s Goode Grub doubled 
down and expanded into the space next 
door at 16700 Lorain Avenue. This decision 
allowed them to offer more menu and drink 
choices and to provide new comedy and 
music entertainment options for the neigh-
borhood.

Over the summer, Mobility City started their 
new business for sale, rental and repair of 
mobility products in Kamms Plaza. Inward 
Compass Yoga opened a new yoga studio 
at 15903 West Park Road. A new ownership 
group purchased and reopened Bella Pizza 
at 4475 Rocky River Drive. Primetime De-
livery and Warehouse, a second generation 
local business, relocated from Brook Park 
to 18200 Brookpark Road. The company 
provides customer-focused delivery and 
warehouse services to businesses and insti-
tutions throughout the Midwest and across 
the country. Saint Joseph Academy opened 
Fitzmaurice Hall and renovated their Maker-
space to 4,800 square feet!

We saw many of our local businesses employ 
their skills and talents in adapting to the 
impact of COVID-19. The Public House, 17219 
Lorain Avenue, established a temporary 
outdoor patio and PJ McIntyre’s, 17719 Lorain 
Avenue, added a second outdoor patio in 
the alley behind their business. Imagine 
That Designs, 15708 Lorain Avenue, pivoted 
from quilt design and production to mak-
ing protective masks for the pandemic. Red 
Lantern reopened for take out and delivery 
in Kamms Plaza and partnered with Planted 
Restaurant, who shares their kitchen to of-

fer take-out healthy, plant-based recipes or 
even better food made from scratch. 5 Points 
Coffee, 3600 West Park Road, added an en-
closed pick up area to provide a safe, com-
fortable year-round customer experience.

In December, Habesha Restaurant opened at 
16860 Lorain Avenue to offer Ethiopian and 
Eritrean vegetarian and meat-based appetiz-
ers and entrees.

So, what’s to come in 2021? Nobody can say 
for sure in these times but here are some 
things brewing. By the time of this publica-
tion, Treehouse Provisions, 3885 Rocky River 
Drive, has either opened or is close to doing 
so to offer farm-to-table food options for 
takeout, delivery, and catering. West Park 
Animal Hospital, 4113-17 Rocky River Drive, 
plans a spring groundbreaking for their new 
building that will better serve the neighbor-
hood for years to come.

There are also plans in the works with to fill 
several long-term vacant properties. Arby’s 
is completing plans to remodel and occupy 
the former Steak-N-Shake at 17325 Lorain 
Avenue. A proposal is underway to rede-
velop the medical office building at 17730 
Lorain Avenue and add a second floor with 
apartments, both marketed to Cleveland 
Clinic Fairview healthcare professionals. 
The vacant building at 14700 Lorain has 
been proposed for demolition with a new 
restaurant building to replace it. Further, 
we are anticipating an announcement on 
redevelopment plans for the former Kmart 
site in the coming year.

Stay tuned to these pages as well as our 
e-news and social media for updates as
plans develop.

By Ben Campbell

WEST PARK ANIMAL HOSPITAL • BZA MEETING • CLEVELAND, OH • 06.23.2020
WEST PARK ANIMAL HOSPITAL | RENDERING

West Park Kamm’s has the West Park Kamm’s has the West Park Kamm’s has the 
best fish frys! Dine Local!best fish frys! Dine Local!best fish frys! Dine Local!

A YEAR IN REVIEWA YEAR IN REVIEW
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AND A LOOK FORWARDAND A LOOK FORWARD
Clearvue Glass Plans Move to West Park
By Ben Campbell

Clearvue Insulating Glass Company has purchased 
the vacant former Cleveland Die property at 14735 
Lorain Avenue in order to relocate their expanding 

business from Brooklyn, Ohio to West Park. The company is 
a fabricator and distributor of glass products and has been 
in business for more than thirty years. The team is excited 

to move to the neighborhood. “After a thorough search for 
a new home for our business, we were delighted to find 
the right building in the right location in West Park, a nice 
neighborhood with a good workforce,” said Lou Lamirand, 
President of Clearvue.

The company has approximately 15 employees with plans 
to expand in the future with and lease to other businesses 
in the building and seven acre site. The total project cost 
will be over $2 million with significant repairs needed to 
update and repurpose the building for their operations.

West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development and Coun-
cilman Slife have worked closely with Clearvue on the proj-
ect and will continue to provide assistance as they navigate 
the redevelopment of the site. Councilman Slife shared, “We 
are excited to work with Clearvue as they work on their 
plans to reinvest in their new building, return it to produc-
tive use, and create job opportunities in our community.”

The move-in date is anticipated to take place in the fall of 
this year.

photo from clearvueig.com

By Ben Campbell

Asia Star Clothing & Houseware opened 
last month at 17108 Lorain Avenue.
This new business strives to serve the Asian and African 
immigrant and refugee communities as well as globally- 
minded customers in the greater Cleveland area by provid-
ing Asian and African traditional clothing and houseware 
items. Asia Star Clothing & Houseware sells a variety 
of clothing and fabrics from Asia--including India--and 
Africa. They will provide other needed houseware items 
including, curtains, bed sheets, blankets, and kitchenware.

Many members of the refugee and immigrant communi-
ties currently travel outside of Cleveland to Columbus, 
Michigan, Illinois, and even Virginia to obtain similar items 
because there is not a local supplier of these sought-after 
products. Asia Star Clothing & Houseware hopes to fill this 
gap and make shopping for these items more convenient 
for both international residents as well as all residents 

interested in other cultures. Nasrullah Safi and Navidullah 
Raheen, the owners of Asia Star Clothing & Houseware, are 
originally from Afghanistan but are currently West Park 
residents. Both have bachelor’s degrees in business and 
owned stores in Afghanistan before coming to the United 
States. In addition, the duo worked with US Together, an 
organization that provides business training and loans to 
entrepreneurial refugees and immigrants in Cleveland, to 
help launch the store.

Rosemary Mudry, Executive Director of West Park Kamm’s 
Neighborhood Development said, “We are excited to wel-
come Asia Star to the neighborhood bringing vibrancy to 
a vacant storefront and providing the community with re-
tail items not before found in the neighborhood. It’s great 
to see the current generation of immigrants who have 
made West Park their home carrying on the long tradition 
of investing directly into the community!”

For store hours and more information, please call 216-273-
7410 or like Asia Star on Facebook @asiastarclothing.

WELCOME ASIA STAR CLOTHING
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If you require assistance with the expenses of homeownership or are looking to make home improve-
ments, reach out to West Park Kamm’s for assistance. WPKND can help!

Contact Franchesca Bodnar at 216-252-6559 x 1700 or franchesca@westparkkamms.org for help on the below programs.

Homestead 
Water/ Sewer 

Discount

The Homestead Water/Sewer Discount Program offers a lower fixed charge and consumption 
rate for seniors and/or permanent disabled individuals that are income qualifying homeowners.

Senior Service 
Program

(Ward 16 & 17)

For seniors and disabled residents in Ward 16 & 17 that have no one to help them. Some service 
examples: lawn care, gutter cleaning, railing installations, etc. Senior and disabled residents that 

need help will have to fill out an application and return it with proof of income.

Water Affordability
Program

Offers a 40% discount on all standard water charges. This includes both the monthly fixed 
charge & consumption charge. To qualify, customers must meet income guidelines and own/live 

at the applying service address.
Home Energy 

Assistance 
Program (HEAP)

HEAP assists eligible low-income residents with their winter home heating costs using natural 
gas, electric, oil, kerosene, or wood.

Lead Hazard Control 
Program (LHC)

The LHC program provides lead risk assessments, identifies lead–based paint and provides 
grants to control lead-based paint hazards.

Delinquent Tax 
Payment Plan

Behind on your property taxes? Payment plans are available for homeowners who live in their 
homes. Landlords may be eligible for installment plans (up to 24 months), at the discretion of 

the Cuyahoga County Treasurer.
Home 

Weatherization 
Assistance Program 

(HWAP)

Offers low or fixed-income residents energy efficient measures designed to decrease utility bills 
& improve energy deficiencies. Provides grants and education through the State of Ohio for 

homeowners & tenants who meet income guidelines.

Cleveland 50/50 
Sidewalk Residential 

Replacement

Repair/replacement of unsafe sidewalks through a partnership between the city and its res-
idents where each party pays 50% of the cost. Eligible repairs include sidewalks, driveway 

aprons, & curbs at the end of driveways.

Cleveland 
Restoration 

Society (CRS)

A low-interest (under 2%), fixed-rate, equity-based loan for maintaining & improving homes 50+ 
years. Interior & exterior projects qualify. No income limits apply. CRS also offers free technical 

assistance on questions related to home conditions or repair.

Need Assistance?

photo from @kammscornerslife
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Mobility City of Greater Cleveland
17472 Lorain Ave

 Cleveland, OH  44111
216.356.6984  

www.MobilityCity.com

We REPAIR, RENT, SANITIZE & SELL 
mobility equipment
Mobility Scooters, Lift Chairs, Hospital Beds, Power 
Chairs, Wheelchairs, and Bathroom Safety, too!
• Mobile Service - We Come to You
• Flat Rate Labor Charge • Battery Packages

Scan QR 
code to link 
to our 
website

Contact JD Smith at 216-252-6559 x 1300 or jd@westparkkamms.org for more information on the below programs.

Housing 
Enhancement 
Loan Program 

(HELP)

Provides home improvement loans, at 3% points below normal bank rates, for home 
repair/remodeling projects for homeowners of occupied or investment properties. 

HELP has no restrictions on a borrower’s income and few limitations on what improvements can be made to a property

Weatherization Furnace or hot water not working? Cleveland Housing Network, 
has an emergency/no heat program that runs from October 15 to April 15. Income qualifying.

West Park 
Sherwin Williams 

Paint Program

Discounts on paint and painting supplies. 
All those living in Ward 17 are eligible. Limit one per household.

Senior Home 
Repair

Small exterior repair grants of up to $500 for seniors and adults with disabilities. 
Grants and grant size are income-qualifying.

Contractor List Looking for help with a project at home? 
WPKND has a list of local contractors and tips for hiring one.

Cleveland
Care Calls

Cleveland Care Calls: if you or someone you know would like to be checked in on regularly, 
consider signing up for Cleveland Care Calls. This weekly automated telephone reassurance 

system is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of elderly adults or those with a disability. In the 
event the senior cannot be reached, the Dept of Public Safety may be asked to make a wellness 

check. Call 216-664-6316.

Senior 
Transportation

Senior Transportation Connection: Call 216-664-2833 to register and schedule a trip or receive 
more information. Must be scheduled at least three working days before travel, $1.25/one way. 

Social distancing enforced.

Senior
Chore

Services

Senior Chore Services: if you’re looking for assistance with snow removal this winter, the 
Cleveland Department of Aging Chore Services can help! Call 216-664-3998 and ask about snow 

removal services.
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Exciting developments are com-
ing to treasured neighborhood 
landmark West Branch of the 

Cleveland Public Library. With new 
construction and renovations slated 
to begin later this spring, the 93-year-
old Tudor-style building will enter 
the 21st Century while retaining its 
historic charm. The new plans, which 
were put together after soliciting com-
munity and user feedback over the 
last 18 months, will undo much of the 
renovations from the 1970’s.

Public commenting sessions made it 
clear that the neighborhood reveres 
the building as a historical landmark 
and wants to see the architectural 
features of the building celebrated. Vo-
con, the architecture firm leading the 
renovation, relied heavily on commu-
nity feedback in their library design. 
The plans include the removal of the 
dropped ceilings to better showcase 
the vaulted ceiling and the tall elegant 

windows in the main reading room, 
a facelift to the rear addition of the 
building, and a new slate roof.

Renovations will not only restore the 
building but will serve the modern 
and flexible needs of the community.

A new streetscape and pedestrian en-
trance on West 157th Street will make 
it easier for pedestrians and transit 
users to access the library, while the 
revamped addition in the rear of the 
building will feature a new book drop 
and improved ADA accessibility. Mod-
ern spaces for children and teens will 
better serve West Park families, while 
other areas, like a café-style space, 
will make the library a destination. A 
grand staircase and elevator will bet-
ter connect the lower floor to the rest 
of the building. Book pick-up lockers 
and a flexible community meeting 
room will 
be available 
off-hours 
to better ac-
commodate 
the neigh-
borhood’s 
needs. 

By JD Smith

Preliminary Site Plan

Renovation and Res



WEST PARK MAGAZINE  |  SPRING 2021 9

Construction is scheduled to 
break ground this Spring and 
be completed in a year’s time. 
When the library re-opens in 
Spring 2022, it will not only 
feel more modern, spacious, 
yet still historic, while its 
updates will better serve and 
reflect of the neighborhood.

To stay up to date on the 
project, sign up for updates 
on the project website: 
courbanize.com/projects/cpl_
west_park_branch/updates. 
WPKND will also share 
updates and information on 
where residents can access 
library services during construction.

Want to share with CPL how they can highlight the commu-
nity’s history and honor its roots and culture in the library 
renovations? Text them at 216 284-4698, leave a voicemail at 
833- 223-4295, or visit courbanize.com/collections/cpl.

Thank you to CPL for the renderings and drawings.

216-941-MEAT
 Store Hours 

Monday - Friday:  9 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Saturday:  8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Sunday:  9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

w w w. k k p o r t a g e . c o m

LENTEN FISH FRY

8 oz. DeeP frieD fish • 3 Jo Jo PotAtoes
cole slAw • tArtAr sAuce

roll w/Butter • leMon weDge
Please order 30 min. in advance - Last orders by 5:00 p.m.

Not Valid with Other Offers • With Coupon Only • Expires 4/5/21

Ash Wednesday & Fridays During Lent

$5OFF
Any PurchAse of $50 or More

ExcludEs BEvEragEs & alcohol
onE coupon pEr customEr

Must present coupon at time of purchase.

$8.9 9
Each

sAve $1 Per PounD
3 lB. limit - onE pEr customEr

Regular $4.49/lb. Not Valid with Other Offers • With Coupon Only • Expires 4/5/21

Not Valid with Other Offers • With Coupon Only • Expires 4/5/21

GROUND
CHUCK

ALWAYS FRESH

orAnge roughy

$16.9 9
Each

fresh lAke
erie Perch

Warren Village Shopping Center • 3364A Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111Warren Village Shopping Center • 3364A Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111

K&K’s Secret Recipe 
Soda Bread - $3.99

1 lb. Loaf

Kolar & Sons Market in 1945
Yaro Kolar second from right. 50¢OFF

eAch & every k&k fish fry!
onE coupon pEr customEr

Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Not Valid with Other Offers • With Coupon Only • Expires 4/5/21

CPL is offering a new, free service to deliver books, 
movies, and reading materials to the homes of adult 

Cleveland residents, Word on Wheels.
• Sign up for a library card if you don’t have one.
• Call a neighborhood branch or the Main Library to
request materials.
• Materials will be shipped to your house.
• When done, return items to any Cleveland Public
Library location book drop or any CLEVNET member
library.

Cleveland Public Library will still provide our Homebound 
Service for those who are unable to return items on their 

own because of disability or age.

ion and Restoration at the West Park Library

West Park Branch: 3805 W 157th St. | 216-623-7102
Eastman Branch:    11602 Lorain Ave. | 216-623-6955
Rockport Branch:  4421 W 140th St. | 216-623-7053
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Kamm’s Corners 
Farmers Market Season
June 13 - October 17 
Sundays from 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
The market celebrates its 15th season bringing West Park the best locally 
grown produce, handmade wares, and artisanal foods! WPKND’s Sunday 
tradition is located on the corner of West 168th & Albers Avenue.

Stay connect with market updates by signing up for Kamm’s 
Corners Farmers Market enews at westparkkamms.org/market.

Follow us @kammsmarket on Facebook and Twitter!

Enjoy KCFM’s Chef Demos and Sustainability Programs on 
YouTube @West Park Kamms.

Take a peek at some of coolest yards in Cleveland! Tour the backyard gardens during the 2021 GardenWalk 
Cleveland. This year nine neighborhoods will be participate over two days -Saturday, July 10 and Sunday, 
July 11, 2021. West Park GardenWalk is scheduled for Saturday, July 10 from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm.
Have a great garden to share? NEW online registration! Go to gardenwalkcleveland.org and click on ‘add a 
garden’ to enter your garden. Registration started March 1 and deadline is June 1, 2021.
Most folks like to visit more than one garden in an area, so ask your neighbors to join in with you! No gar-
den is too small or unimportant. You can even show just your front yard if that’s what you are most proud 
of. Garden to share or not, save the date and plan to have a fun-filled weekend visiting many gardens in 
Cleveland’s neighborhoods!
David Horneck welcomes questions or inquiries at dhorneck1@gmail.com.

looking forward to...

Interested in becoming a vendor?
WPKND is looking for
• produce vendors
• artisans/makers
• meat/dairy vendors
• bakers/confectionery
• musicians

Fill out our vendor inquiry form at westparkkamms.org/market or 
contact JD Smith at 216-252-6559 x1300.

GardenWalk 2021
By David Horneck

FUN IN SUMMER 2021FUN IN SUMMER 2021



Stay tuned for details...

West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development is looking forward to providing safe ways for neighbors to connect 
and for residents to have fun this summer. Plans for the above events will strictly adhere to local, state, and national 
health regulations, and we will work closely with our local partner, Fairview Hospital, to ensure programs are de-
signed with health and safety first!
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Thank you to our WPKND 2021 summer programming supporters

While the traditional event can-
not take place this June due to 
the pandemic, West Park Kamm’s 
is hopeful that it may be safe 
to celebrate this neighborhood 
tradition later in the year. We 
hope to have a final decision by 
early fall.

The Hooley on 
KamM’s Corners™

Explore all corners of West Park on 
foot with guided and self-guided 
walks highlighting neighborhood 
landmarks, greenspaces, and hidden 
gems. Stay tuned for details on a 
variety of walking routes designed 
for various ages and fitness levels!

Walk on Wednesdays

Enjoy a series of family-friendly films 
this summer and arts programming 
highlighting the many cultures repre-
sented in West Park. Taking place once a 
month, details on the location and dates 
will be available soon!

Lawn Chair Cinema

SumMer ComMunity Update

Be on the look out for updates on WPKND’s social media @WestParkKamms and in the summer issue of the West Park 
Magazine. The summer issue will be in mailboxes a the beginning of June! 

WPKND Safety Protocol

Join WPKND virtually on May 12 at 6:30 pm for community updates, in-
cluding details on summer programming, ongoing neighborhood projects, 
and the latest business news.
REGISTER to attend the community meeting at westparkkamms.org/
summerupdate. For help accessing the meeting or for questions, please 
reach out to Devon Chodzin at 216-252-6559 x 1000 or devon@west-
parkkamms.org. Be on the lookout for reminders and links on our Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter pages @WestParkKamms

VIRTUAL SUMMER 
COMMUNITY MEETINGJOIN US 



Celebrate Spring!

We appreciate your support!
All of us here at the Public House would like to 

thank all of our loyal customers for your continued 
patronage. Even with restrictions in place, you still 

found your special way of keeping our business
and the neighborhood going. 

We are so appreciative for your continued support!

17219 Lorain Rd.    Cleveland, OH    (216) 252-6608
publichousecleveland.com

Fish Fry Every Friday
featuring Lake Erie Perch | Voted “Cleveland’s Best”
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4117 Rocky River Drive Cleveland 
216-252-4500

westparkanimalhospital.com

Monday-Saturday  7am-1am
Sunday 8am-1am

Emergency Services 5pm-1am daily

Registration Now Open!
Registering for 2021-2022 classes

• Top rated 5 star “Step Up to Quality” school.• Top rated 5 star “Step Up to Quality” school.
• Full day and part day educational classes • Full day and part day educational classes 
  for 3-5 year olds.  for 3-5 year olds.
• High quality, developmentally appropriate • High quality, developmentally appropriate 
  programs since 1986.  programs since 1986.

Call 216- 671-7229 
Visit discoveryworldwp.com

3909 Rocky River Drive | Kamm’s Corners Area

West Park West Park 
Discovery Discovery 

WorldWorld
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GET YOUR HOUSE READY FOR SUMMER
Now that the days are getting longer, it is a good time to start getting your property ready for the warm 

months ahead! WPKND partnered with the Home Repair Resource Center to create this list of home projects 
to jumpstart you for the coming season. Always be extra careful to have the correct protective gear when 

using a power washer or other power tools.

Preparing Your Air Conditioner

INSIDE
• Check ductwork for places air can
escape.
• Replace inside A/C filter.
• Flush A/C drain line near furnace.
• Consider a programmable, energy
efficient thermostat.

OUTSIDE
• Remove debris (leaves, twigs, etc.) in
and around unit/coils and check for
any blockages.
• Inspect the refrigerant lines- are
they properly insulated?
• Check wiring.
• Look over outdoor condenser unit.

TIP! Run A/C for at least 10 minutes
and check unit for any irregularities

and to ensure hot air is blowing at
the outside unit. 

Gutter Upkeep

• Saftey! Safety! Safety!
• Tighten brackets to fix sags.
• Loose gutters?
Consider fascia hanger brackets
• Ideal slope: ¼ to ½ inch per 10 feet

TIP! Water test-pour water from
area furthest from downspouts to

test for proper flow.

Garden

• Clean up debris and weeds so new
growth can easily pop up.
• Make sure garden tools are cleaned.
This promotes longevity of tools and
prevents any bacteria from entering
the soil which may harm plants.
• Turn over soil and add compost at
least one week prior to planting.

TIP! Dead leaves from last fall make 
great pseudo compost!

• Start seeds indoors for plants with
longer growing seasons.

Refinishing Your Deck

PREP
• Inspect for any damage or broken
boards.
•Scrape then strip paint or varnish.
• Clean with electric power washer
or even garden hose with a strong
nozzle and cleaning solution.
• Sand after washing; re-washing
will raise wood grain you just sand-
ed and sweep up.

STAIN TIPS! 
• Oil-based tends to last longer;
latex is easier to clean.
• Semi-transparent allows you to
still see wood; opaque acts more
like paint.
• Make sure deck has been dry for
multiple days.
• Use brush or pad for railings and
balusters, roller or pad for main
deck boards.
• Don’t pinch pennies on supplies
or products.

by Franchesca Bodnar and Dave Brock from Home Repair Resource Center

By Melanie Sklarz

West Park Neighbor Night is a
community gathering where 

the agenda for the meeting is created 
by the participants. It is also a space 
where you can meet new neighbors, 

share ideas, and learn about upcoming local events.

It is now a full year since we moved to meeting virtually 
due to the pandemic. We miss seeing everyone in person 
and are hopeful that someday soon we will resume in-per-
son when it is safe. Until then, we hope you will join us on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.

Here are the upcoming dates: March 10, April 14, and May 
12. Look for meeting announcements and the Zoom link
on Facebook @WestParkNeighborNight or in your inbox.

Please contact Danielle Doza at Danielle.Doza@gmail.com 
or 216-536-6122 if you have questions, want more informa-
tion, or would like to be added to our email list.

MICROLOAN PROGRAM AVAILABLE

If you have an idea for a small business but need help 
with funding and support to make it successful, a new 
church-sponsored, low interest “microloan” program may 
be just what you are looking for.
The Microloan Program, based at Blessed Trinity Church 
on 140th Street and Puritas Road, is working to help 
grassroots entrepreneurs in the West Park area. A team 
of parishioners and community members started work 
last year to create a pilot microloan program, and they 
are already partnering with several local entrepreneurs. 
They are excited to now expand the loan program to other 
participants looking to start or grow their business.
For more information, email Fr. Doug Koesel at dkoesel@
blessedtrinitycleveland.org, or call the Blessed Trinity parish 
office at 216-671-5890. Details at blessedtrinitycleveland.
org/#microloan.

By: Blessed Trinity Church  

WEST PARK NEIGHBOR NIGHT



The Old Lorain Road Study identifies a safe and 
scenic trail connection between the Kamm’s Corners 
neighborhood and the Rocky River Reservation. 

Access between the neighborhood and the Rocky River 
Reservation for walkers, runners, bicyclists, individuals 
with mobility challenges, and families with strollers has 
long been a challenge due to the steep slopes and narrow 
pavement of Old Lorain Road. A feasibility study funded 
by the City of Cleveland through Councilman Slife and 
managed by Cleveland Metroparks in partnership with 
West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development has com-
pleted the initial engineering study to identify an off-road 
trail connection. The next phase of the project is to share 
the potential route with the public to solicit feedback and 
answer questions. Only with community input can the 
project team take the next steps in developing an imple-
mentation plan including fundraising.

In the diagram of the study area, the analysis highlights 
engineering challenges identified through site visits with 
project partners and topographical analysis that played an 
important role in determining a feasible route. The chal-
lenges summarized below led to the proposed route that 
can be seen in the next drawing.

The challenges summarized below led to the proposed 
route that can be seen in the next drawing:

•The slope of Old Lorain Road does not meet safe stan-
dards for biking and would be difficult for families or
others with mobility challenges to use.

•Severely steep slopes on each side of Old Lorain make
road expansion to add a ten-foot path structurally dan-
gerous and financially unfeasible.

•Potential structural impacts to existing buildings on
both sides of Old Lorain factored into the route.

•Protection of wetlands, trees and sensitive natural areas
influences the proposed path.

•Developing a route with the lowest incline to make
the path enjoyable and usable for as many residents of
the neighborhood as possible including small children,
seniors, residents using mobility devices like scooters/
wheelchairs, and cyclists.

Taking those many factors into account, engineering firm 
Michael Baker International, developed the proposed route 
that begins at the bottom of Old Lorain Road across from 
the golf course parking lot and the all-purpose trail con-
nector. The proposed trail runs alongside Old Lorain Road 
for a short distance where there is space before curving 
southwest into the woods. The route snakes up the hill 
around the back of the Fairview Hospital Parking Garage 
and ends on Riveredge at Bradegate road connecting 

through to the street on Cleveland Clinic property. 
Studies, including some conducted by neighboring sub-
urban communities, show overwhelmingly positive out-
comes for residents living near walkable and bikeable trail 
connections in terms of mental health, physical well-being, 
and economic values. In addition, park usage increases by 
residents when there are all-purpose connections like the 
one proposed by this plan within a half mile of their home.

The proposed connector trail to the Rocky River Reserva-
tion will create a new park connection for the 1,400 resi-
dents living within a half mile of the park. In the Valley, 
the link will connect to the existing Emerald Necklace trail. 
This off-road trail stretches 33 miles through Cleveland 
Metroparks from Detroit Avenue in Lakewood to the Tow-
path Trail in Cuyahoga Valley National Park and connects 
to multiple communities and trails along the way.

Join us March 23 at 6:30 pm for a virtual community 
meeting. To learn more about the project, ask questions, 
provide feedback, and to register for the virtual communi-
ty meeting go to westparkkamms.org/oldlorain. For help 
accessing the meeting or for questions, please reach out to 
Devon Chodzin at 216-252-6559 x 1000 or devon@westpark-
kamms.org.

Thank you to the Cleveland Metroparks and Kelly Coffman, 
Senior Strategic Park Planner.

Fairview Hospital Campus
Cleveland Clinic

Severe Slopes and 
Narrow Roadway

Wetland

Extremely Steep 
Slopes

Old Lorain Road

Potential 
Structural 
Impacts

OLD LORAIN ROAD STUDY
Old Lorain Road Study shares draft plan for proposed pedestrian 
and cycling path to the Rocky River Reservation

14 WEST PARK KAMM’S NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT  |  WESTPARKKAMMS.ORG

By Rosemary Mudry

Virtual Community Meeting | March 23 | 6:30-7:30 pm
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Thank you to Councilman Charles Slife and the Kamm’s Area 
Special Improvement District (KASID) for helping WPKND fund 
both the improved LED holiday tree lights and new holiday street 
banners. What is the Kamm’s Area Special Improvement District? 
Kamm’s Area Special Improvement District was established in 
2015 by a vote of the property owners within the district to main-
tain and promote “downtown” Kamm’s Corners.

The district includes the properties that front Lorain Avenue 
from Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital to West 165th Street.

Essential functions of the district include litter control, public 
planter maintenance, sidewalk snow removal, street banner rota-
tion, and district marketing.

The district’s budget is funded through additional assessments 
beyond traditional property taxes on the property owners within 
the defined area. The members voted to renew the special im-
provement district through 2024 in order to continue to support 
district wide initiatives.

Improvements to Lorain Avenue
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St. Paddy’s Day
by Devon Chodzin, Mollie Wirtz

Celebrations to honor St. Patrick’s Day have been a deep tradition in Cleveland since the first St.
Patrick’s Day parade in 1842. Due to its rich heritage of Irish residents and business owners, West 

Park has been a hot spot to celebrate the annual festivities year after year!
Unlike last year’s St. Patrick’s Day celebration, this year we can easily prepare a safe day honoring 
Irish traditions and enjoying St. Patrick’s Day. Consider ordering takeout from your favorite restau-
rants or stores in West Park; they will certainly offer some of the best St. Paddy's day menus, des-
serts, and beverages around town. We encourage you to explore St. Patrick’s Day West Park style.
Until we march again, enjoy these St. Patrick’s Day memories we collected from the neighborhood!

Maureen Mountcastle is a St. 
Patrick West Park School 

alumna along with her two broth-
ers and sister and current West 
Park resident. She is a parishoner 
St. Patrick West Park and serves 
as the historian.

“I am a 5th generation parishio-
ner (my great grandfather had a 
team of mules and he hauled the 
sand stone from Berea Quarries 
for our present Church). I also 
recently retired after 44 years on 
property - the last 28 as Secre-
tary, although I am back working 
part time. St. Patrick West Park 
is the oldest Catholic Church in 
Cleveland (St. Mary's of the Flats 
was older but no longer exists). 
The parish was established in 1848. 

St. Pat’s has started March 17 with 
a beautiful Mass. For many years, 
the parish invited the Bishop of 
the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, 
all the priests who had served at 
St. Patrick's over the years as well 
as those who had grown up in St. 
Pat's and were ordained priests 
(Sons of the Parish). It was beau-
tiful as all these priests processed 
down the church’s 130ft aisle. This 
Mass was always standing room 
only! After mass the priests also 
had a corned beef and cabbage 
lunch in our Parish hall.”

At St. Patrick School, “In 1966 we 
established our school drill team. 
They were to represent us in the 
parade and started their day with 
the Mass and they too processed 

into the church. 50+ 8th grade 
girls marching down the aisle that 
first year. Our drill team grew to 
include 6-8th grade girls (and boys 
who became our drummers). Close 
to 100 marchers coming down that 
aisle in cadence had our church 
shaking. In fact, we had to have a 
structural engineer out to make 
sure our church could handle it!

A fun note about our 1st drill team 
- when choosing on uniforms, 
it was decided wool turtleneck 
sweaters and bunny fur earmuffs 
to ensure our girls would be warm. 
My sister was on the team and it 
was 69 degrees on St. Patrick's Day 
that year! The girls were dying 
marching in that heat.”

“In recent years things changed, 
our school closed so our drill 
team no longer existed. We still 
have a beautiful Mass attended 
by present parishioners as well as 
those who have moved away but 
love to come back for this special 
celebration. Mass is followed by 
a continental breakfast of coffee, 
juice, scones, donuts, fruit, etc. 
for all in our lower church before 
heading down to the parade.

Our parish now has a float, parish-
ioners march and older parish-
ioners hop on Lolly the Trolley 
provided by the Parish for a ride 
down the Avenue. Unfortunately, 
that will all be on hold again this 
year due to Covid!”



Marilyn Madigan is Vice President of Ladies’ Ancient Order of Hibernians Na-
tional Board, lifelong West Parker, and alumna of St. Patrick West Park School 
and St. Joseph Academy.

“St. Patrick’s Day is a day of faith, family, and community. All three of those are 
strong here in West Park. The parade is something the Irish give to the greater 
community and use as an opportunity to honor Irish folks who’ve given back to 
the community. My fondest memories are of being honored as Inside Co-Chair 
of our St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 1994, and when Danny Chambers invited 
me to present the readings at St. Colman’s Mass for St. Patrick’s Day. That 
parish has a special place in my family history, as my father, a 1st generation 
Irish-American, grew up in that parish before marrying my mother and moving 
to start our family near St. Patrick West Park parish.”

St. Patrick’s journey to sainthood can be found illustrated on the back doors 
of St. Patrick Church West Park. According to folklore, when St. Patrick 
sailed northwards after being expelled he landed on now known as St. Pat-
rick’s Island, later named in his honor. Symbols on the map (left photo) are 
representative of his life, a ship, a goat-since he owned a goat as a compan-
ion and source of milk, the snake, church, chains, red flames to represent 
the Holy Spirit, and a clover.

St. Patrick is recongizable by his green head piece that includes a cross, white 
beard, and adorned in a green robe and carries a crook! Stained glass inside 
St. Patrick Church West Park. 
Read the story behind the St. Patrick window at westparkkamms.org. 
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11 oz of wholewheat flour (or 1 and 3/8 cups)
quarter cup of all purpose flour
2 cups of buttermilk
one egg (lightly beaten)
one tablespoon of wheat germ
one cup of McCanns steel cut oats
two tablespoons of brown sugar
one teaspoon of salt
one teaspoon of baking powder
one teaspoon of baking soda
Mix all dry ingredients in a bowl. Then add buttermilk and egg and mix 
together until it forms a nice soggy dough. Pour into a 8x5 loaf pan that is 
lined with parchment paper. Grease it up a wee bit with some butter or oil. 
Put in the oven for about 75-90 minutes @ 325 degrees or until it looks 
ready. Put a knife through it and make sure it's not soggy. You have to keep 
checking it and decide when it's done enough for your liking!

Ir
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n 
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d
From the kitchen of 
Conor Boylon’s Mam
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Colleen Hannon Galla is an alum of St. Patrick West Park School. Growing up in West Park in the 
1980s, it seemed like everyone was Irish. It was the norm to attend parade practice after school every 

Friday at St. Patrick West Park - many classmates Irish danced, and most of my classmates had Irish 
names. I didn’t realize how special Cleveland’s Irish Community is until I was an adult. Cleveland is 
home to several Irish dance schools that provide a love for the dance, traditions, and Irish culture. Being 
a part of Irish dance as a child introduced me to the music and the greater Cleveland Irish Community. 
There is a reason that everyone wants to be Irish on St. Patrick’s Day.

The music, dance, traditions, and PEOPLE are the best. The combination of a traditional hornpipe to 
a lively tune will get everyone’s feet tapping. And the bond between Irish musicians is like none other. 
There is just something magical about Irish music and dance. And my children will agree. They enjoy 
playing tunes at live sessions and performing in both dance and music competitively and for fun. They 
too have grown to see the importance of carrying out the Irish traditions and keeping Cleveland’s Irish 
community strong in tradition and culture not only in March but all year long.

Sheila and Jim Sheehan are West Park alum, 
members of OLA Parish, the previous 

owners of Sheehan’s Pub, Price’s Pub and Paddy 
Rock. Jim hosts The Kitchen Party Podcast with 
Mark Owens | @kitchenpartypodcast.

“My greatest memories of St. Patrick’s Day 
(SPD)in the ‘before times’ — West Park is a tight 
knit community and full of those with Irish 
ancestry. The morning of SPD, on my way into 
work, I would witness a sea of emerald clad 
West Parkers starting their celebration of their 
Irish heritage. West Park would be a gathering 
spot for friends and families for Irish breakfast 

and a few pints before Mass and the parade 
downtown. My favorite part of the day was 
always in the later afternoon - as the crowds 
would swell - there would be a stream of cars of 
revelers proceeding down Lorain Avenue. Many 
police and firemen lived in West Park and the 
Pipes and Drums of the Cleveland Police had 
many stops on that day. Their final stop would 
be West Park where they would line in forma-
tion and march down Lorain Avenue - our own 
little community parade down ‘The Green Mile.’

We’d always host “St. Practice Day.” We had a 
reputation for bringing in national and interna-

tional Irish musicians and we housed many of 
them on the night before. We’ve had Ray Kelly, 
The Mickey Finns, The WolfeTones, Seanchai 
and the Unity Squad, Makem Brothers, Paddy 
Reilly, Danny Doyle, Pat Dailey and so many 
others. The Public House has a legendary Sur-
vivor’s Day party the day after SPD. One year, 
a dear friend, Jack Colbert, not known to us at 
the time, spread a rumor that The Saw Doctors 
were coming in for a surprise visit on the day 
after and people drove us mad about it, as we 
kept denying it! Because it wasn’t happening. I 
almost lost my life that year…”

Thank you to those who submitted photos! See more photos at westparkkamms.org



In-Home Respiratory Therapy and Pharmacy Support 
Make a Difference for Patients with COPD
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Cleveland Clinic is continuously investing in our community’s health and patient care. 

The Glickman Urological and Kidney Institute recently expanded urology services in a dedicated suite at Fairview Medi-
cal Office Building. Specialties include urologic oncology, kidney stones and female urology.

To ensure it’s convenient for you, we offer both virtual and in person visits close to home across all of Northeast Ohio. 
Extended hours are also available. To schedule an appointment with a Cleveland Clinic urologist, call 216.444.5600.

The COPD community is liv-
ing healthier and fuller lives 
thanks to a new program at 

Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital. 
Cleveland Clinic pulmonologists, 
respiratory therapists and pharma-
cists are working together to care for 
patients discharged from the hospital 
after a COPD flare-up. 

“We educate 
patients on 
the disease 
process, 
help opti-
mize their 
medication 
regimen 
and empow-
er them to 
best care 

for themselves at home,” says Anu 
Suri, MD, a pulmonologist at Fairview 
Hospital. A respiratory therapist 
visits patients a few days after their 
hospital discharge to assess their 
home environment. The therapist 
notes cats, dogs, mold, smoke or 

anything else that could make COPD 
symptoms worse. Over the next three 
months, the therapist continues to 
check on patients and teach them 
skills for managing COPD. If there 
are concerns, the therapist notifies 
the pulmonologist or primary care 
physician.

Cleveland Clinic pharmacists review 
patients’ medications and teach them 
about side effects. Pharmacists look 
for any concerning drug interactions 
and emphasize correct inhaler use. 
They also help patients find the low-
est cost medications.

“Teaching patients about their med-
ications is much more effective once 
they are home, instead of in the 
hospital,” says Anthony Kitchen, RPh, 
a pharmacy manager at Fairview 
Hospital. 

In a study of 54 patients in the pro-
gram, more than half did not have 
their prescribed medications – most 
commonly a rescue inhaler. For 
example, one patient was improperly 
using her maintenance inhaler as her 

rescue inhaler. Kitchen and the team 
helped the patient get a prescription 
for a proper rescue inhaler and taught 
her how to use it. While in the pro-
gram, the patient identified a need for 
a shingles vaccination, and was able 
to get it at the pharmacy at Fairview 
Hospital.

“Patients with COPD are supported 
by this team of pharmacists, respira-
tory therapists and pulmonologists, 
who coordinate their care and fol-
low up on them. For all our patients, 
Cleveland Clinic pharmacists work 
closely with their doctors to ensure 
patients have the medications they 
need and understand all instructions. 
We want to be our patient’s pharmacy 
for life. We’re here to consult with pa-
tients and their family at every step.” 
says Anthony Kitchen, RPh. 

The pharmacy at Cleveland Clinic 
Fairview Hospital is open Monday – 
Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday.  To contact the 
pharmacy, call 216.476.7119 or visit 
ClevelandClinic.org/Pharmacy.

Anu Suri, MD

Leonard Wudel, MD

Expanded Urology Services at Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital 

Submitted by Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital

Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital welcomes thoracic surgeon Leonard Wudel, 
MD, who specializes in robotic thoracic surgery and in surgery for esophageal 
and lung cancer, esophageal benign diseases, adult pectus, severe hyperhidro-
sis, diaphragm repair and chest wall reconstruction.
To make an appointment with Dr. Wudel at Fairview Hospital, call 440.333.8600.

New Thoracic Surgeon at New Thoracic Surgeon at 
Cleveland Clinic Fairview HospitalCleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital
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Many of us in West Park love posting and scrolling
through Instagram. We log on to see photos of our 

friends and family, we follow our neighborhood businesses 
to see what specials they’re running, and we follow our 
favorite celebrities to see what projects they’re working 
on. Others follow influencers -- typically ordinary folks 
like you and me who use Instagram to share their favorite 
fashions, recipes, exercises, and more -- inspiring us to try 
living like they do. Influencers all over the world share 
their favorite tips for living an interesting life, accompa-
nied by beautifully styled photographs that bolster their 
recommendations. West Park’s own Molly Wells is an influ-
encer from one of Instagram’s most verbose corners of the 
platform - “Bookstagram.”

Corporate attorney by day and avid reader by night, Molly 
grew up in Wooster and came to West Park three years ago 
with her husband to lovingly restore a wartime bungalow.
Molly has always enjoyed sharing literature with other 
book enthusiasts, some of whom showed her Bookstagram, 
a corner of the image-sharing site where bloggers shared 
colorfully curated stacks of literature and share reviews. 

The site is home to thousands of Bookstagrammers world-
wide, including actress Reese Witherspoon, whose month-
ly book club clocks in at nearly 2,000,000 followers.

During some time off before starting her current job, Molly 
decided to try her hand at Bookstagramming, starting 
her account The Land Lady Reads in the summer of 2019. 
In just a year and a half, Molly has already accumulated 
nearly 7,000 followers while sharing hundreds of the most 
exciting titles in literary fiction, thrillers, memoir, and jour-
nalistic writing on the market.

As part of her Bookstagramming, Molly has reached out to 
many of the world’s leading publishing houses to volun-
teer as an advance reviewer. In response, publishers have 
shipped dozens of their upcoming releases to her well 
before they go on sale. Molly now reads these Advanced 
Review Copies (ARCs) and shares her reviews on her Book-
stagram to generate buzz.

Quickly, ARCs started filling every corner of Molly and her 
husband’s 1940s bungalow. So, for Christmas 2019, Molly’s 
mother bought her a Little Free Library kit, complete with 
all the parts and an official charter as part of the Little 
Free Library network. That spring, she and her family 
embellished the little library, set it in a planter, and placed 
it on her front lawn. Since she isn’t allowed to sell her ARCs 
even when the book is released, Molly loves how her Little 
Free Library offers her a way to clear the clutter of old 
ARCs while also sharing the wealth of reading with her 
neighborhood, and she regularly sees neighbors perusing.

Little Free Libraries are one of the simplest ways to engage 
with your neighbors. Anyone can order a Little Free Li-
brary kit with all the parts from the organization’s website, 
littlefreelibrary.org, or you can build a custom library and 
request a charter.

When not reading and working, Molly and her husband 
can be found planning their next home renovation, prepar-
ing for the birth of their first child, or picking up dinner 
from neighborhood favorite West Park Station.

Thank you to Molly for taking the time for an interview! 
You can follow Molly’s reading journey for 2021 and beyond 
on Instagram @thelandladyreads.

West Park’s Own Instagram Influencer: Meet Molly Wells
By Devon Chodzin
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If you are like me, you are ea-
ger for the weather to warm 

up and the chance to spend 
more time outside. When the 
weather is nice, there is a good 
chance you will see my wife 
and me walking our son to the 
park – for us, that’s Tuland or 
Impett. Ward 17 residents are 

able to enjoy six other city parks (Davinwood, Drakefield, 
Gunning, Maplewood, Munn, and Rainbow) along with the 
beautiful Rocky River Reservation operated by the Cleve-
land Metroparks. In collaboration with West Park Kamm’s 
Neighborhood Development (WPKND), my office is com-
mitted to improving park access and amenities across the 
neighborhood. This is more important work than ever, as 
park use skyrocketed in 2020 during the peak of the Coro-
navirus pandemic.

City Council funded an engineering study to determine 
how pedestrian and bike access could be improved to the 
Valley for residents of Ward 17. See pages 14-15 in this issue 
of the magazine, you can find details on an upcoming com-
munity engagement process tied to this exciting opportu-
nity. Increasing non-vehicular access to the Rocky River 

Reservation will improve our quality of life, help attract 
new residents, and give more West Parkers the seamless 
access to the Metroparks that many suburbs already offer.

My office is also partnering with WPKND and the City’s 
Office of Capital Projects on a robust planning process 
for city parks. The City of Cleveland develops multi-year 
capital improvement plans and prioritizes investments 
through a combination of age of infrastructure and state 
of disrepair. It’s important to me that the city spends your 
tax dollars on meaningful projects that are grounded in 
community input. Parks planning helps ensure this is 
occurring at our public greenspaces. Stay tuned for more 
details on how you can get involved in the next issue of the 
magazine as well as the Council 17 Newsletter. 

See you at the park!

Councilman Slife Planning for Parks Improvements
By Charles Slife, Ward 17 Councilman

Residential Homes
Commercial Properties
Investment Real Estate
Financing Specialists
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1832 Donna Dr.
Coming Soon

4371 West 182nd St.
$139,000

Joseph F. Rutkowski
Real Estate Professional

(216) 337-6656
Email: joerut2342@sbcglobal.net

www.joerutkowski.com

FEATURED SALE!

19326 Apelt Ave.
$186,500

16604 Woodbury Ave.
$154,000

3560 Tuttle Ave.
$160,000

723 Jefferson Ave.
Coming Soon

7328 Broadview Rd.
$129,900

“I’m a big believer in a high 
quality Realtor and I endorse 

Realtors for that reason.”
– Dave Ramsey
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DELIVERY
AVAILABLE!

Seasoned
Fire Wood

“For Every Blooming Thing”

Since 1
925

Experience and Advice you can Depend On, Experience and Advice you can Depend On, 
from Experts who Grow their Own.from Experts who Grow their Own.

Monday - Friday: 9 to 8 • Saturday & Sunday: 9 to 6

19201 Puritas Ave., Cleveland, OH 44135
www.puritasnursery.com

 House Plants, Garden Seeds, & Potting Soil
 Fresh Herbs & Perennials Delivered Weekly
 Bulk Top Soil, Mulch, Gravel, & Sweet Peet
 Quality Bulk Grass Seed, Peat Moss, & Straw
 Great Selection of Shrubs & Trees
 Firewood for your Summer Campfires
  Carruth Studio & Fairy Garden Items
 Gift Certificates Available!

216-267-5350

20% OFF Any One Item*

*Offer valid ONLY with this ad - expires 5/30/21

GREAT Selection of
Proven Winners

Grown Here!

We Have 
the CURE 
for Deer!

Stop in and 
find out how 
you can stop 

foraging 
damage!
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Traveling down Puritas Avenue, 
a striking yet inviting brick 
building on the north end of the 

street offers an emphatic welcome. 
The building houses Laura’s Home 
Women’s Crisis Center, a specialized 
crisis center for individual women 
and single mothers with children 
designed to provide individualized 
wraparound services. For two decades 
now, The City Mission has proven one 
of West Park’s most vibrant neighbors 
in Laura’s Home, offering women 
and single-mother households holis-
tic crisis management services and 
empowering people towards indepen-
dence and new horizons. And they 
love West Park - being able to provide 
clients with living arrangements in a 
remarkably safe, stable, and welcom-
ing neighborhood has added greatly to 
the whole experience. 

As with many organizations who pri-
marily serve their clients face-to-face, 
The City Mission struggled with how 
to best serve their communities when 
the COVID-19 pandemic emerged in 
Cleveland. The first priority for CEO 
Rev. Rich Trickel and his team was 
simply to figure out how to maintain 
service delivery while prioritizing the 
health and safety of clients and staff. 
Throughout the pandemic, prevent-
ing the contraction and spread of 
COVID-19 has played a major role in 
daily life at Laura’s Home, especially 
as schools throughout the region 
transitioned to online instruction.

That transition to virtual instruction 
proved challenging at first, especially 
for an organization who has heavily 
prioritized the educational well-being 
of children at Laura’s Home. Fortu-
nately, the Laura’s Home team has 

strong relationships with Cleveland 
Municipal School District CEO Eric 
Gordon and Clara E. Westropp School 
principal Krystle George. After close 
coordination, the Laura’s Home team 
got to work building an in-house vir-
tual learning center. They configured 
their youth space into a schoolhouse, 
with dividers delineating where kids 
of different age groups could work 
with their peers. They purchased 40 
laptop computers to ensure the kids 
had a way to attend classes. They 
hired three additional staff members 
to ensure that the kids could seek out 
adult help whenever needed. With 
all youth in Laura’s Home enrolled 
in their Pathways program, which 
provides in-house childcare, tutoring, 
and activities, the framework for the 
virtual schoolhouse was there, but it 
took this next leap to secure youth a 
regular schedule in the confusion of 
the pandemic.

The end result has been very prom-
ising - by offering students the op-
portunity to get technological and 
academic help from the comforts of 
Laura’s Home, the kids, who represent 
all ages, are up-to-date and engaged. 
The learning pod team does every-
thing possible to make the school day 
feel like it did pre-pandemic to inspire 
engagement. At a time when routines 
have been turned upside-down, rep-
licating the routine of the school day 
from the comfort of Laura’s Home has 
made a huge difference in the lives of 
youth in crisis.

Today, Laura’s Home is 80% of the way 
through a capital campaign that will 
go towards their first-ever expansion. 
The City Mission hopes to add up to 
10,000 additional square feet of youth 

programming space, recognizing the 
urgent need for engagement opportu-
nities for youth who come to Laura’s 
Home. When Laura’s Home first broke 
ground, no one knew how extensive 
the youth programming opportuni-
ties would become -- now, with the 
breadth of offerings, Laura’s Home is 
seeking to have the new space ready 
by next year. As of late January, the 
initial design plans were being final-
ized and will soon be submitted to the 
City of Cleveland for permitting. If 
all goes according to schedule, Laura’s 
Home may be able to cut the ribbon 
on its new space as early as summer 
2022.

The City Mission CEO Rev. Rich Trick-
el adds that West Parkers have always 
been supportive and welcoming of 
the whole Laura’s Home community. 
Doors are always open for neighbors 
who would like to help support the 
programming at Laura’s Home. For 
West Parkers seeking opportunities 
to help, Laura’s Home is still accepting 
volunteers during COVID-19. As an 
organization, The City Mission does 
not rely on any government support, 
so private donations are always appre-
ciated, including for their capital cam-
paign, Here I Stand. As always, for our 
neighbors who pray, Rev. Trickel asks 
that you keep the Laura’s Home com-
munity in your prayers as residents 
navigate their own crises amidst this 
greater public health crisis.  

LAURA’S HOME ON NEW LAURA’S HOME ON NEW 
CHALLENGES AND NEW CHALLENGES AND NEW 
OPPORTUNTIESOPPORTUNTIES
By Devon Chodzin
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Guest writer, Jackson, aged 14, who 
is working to earn the Boy Scout 
Eagle ranking, must fulfill the 
requirement of the Communications 
badge which includes writing an 
article on a subject to be shared in 
the community. He wanted to share 
how scouting has brought joy to 
many generations of his family and 
the West Park community.

I am Jackson PJ Lamson, a fourth-generation scout, 
great-grandson of Mr. D, son of Jeremiah, and grandson of 
Mr. L. I am currently Scout First Class with an excellent 
scouting pedigree, looking to reach my goal of obtaining 
Eagle Scout rank. I will succeed. When I was nine years 
old, Mr. L asked me if I wanted to come to a meeting to 
participate in the retirement of soiled and damaged flags 
at the annual troop ceremony. Since that day, I have looked 
forward to the day where I could begin my own scouting 
experience. My journey began February 9, 2018. I joined 
St. Mark’s Troop 293 because I want to follow the man, my 
great grandfather “Poppy,” who inspired the men before 
me. I am looking forward to the day when I complete 
Eagle and look at the smile on Poppy’s face.

Douglas William DeWerth - The face of scouting in the 
West Park area. Troop293 has been in existence in West 
Park, Cleveland since July 27, 1939. My great grandfather, 
grandfather, and father are amazing people that repre-
sent over seventy-five years of fun and enjoyment in 
scouts.

This article is about some amazing people and experienc-
es that have impacted my scouting career, past, present, 
and the future. Douglas William DeWerth, is my great 
grandfather and is father of my great uncle Doug (Not 
shown in picture) and my grandmother Shirley. He is 
also the grandfather of my father Jeremiah. He is who 
this story is all about. He has been known as “Mr. D” by 
the scouts in Troop 293 since 1971. Mr. D was a scout as a 
boy in Troop 153 from 1947-1950. He gained interest and 
joined scouting because his friends went on campouts 
and would always tell him how much fun they had. He 

saw scouting as a way of showing patriotism and a way of 
learning how to take care of yourself. He rose to the rank 
of Star Scout. His favorite merit badge was swimming, and 
his favorite Scout Camp was Camp Avery Hand in Man-
sfield, Ohio. Mr. D reentered scouting as an adult when 
Douglas John DeWerth, his son, joined Cub Scouts pack 293 
at St. Patrick Church at Puritas and Rocky River Drives, 
Cleveland. Douglas John obtained the Eagle Rank in Troop 
293 in 1975. Mr. D served as scoutmaster in 1971 through 
1989, then becoming a Troop 293 Committee member and 
Merit Badge Counselor. 

Jeremiah Douglas Lamson, my father, is the son of Patrick. 
Jeremiah joined Troop 293 in 1991 at St. Patrick Church. He 
became involved in Scouting at age 11. He wanted to follow 
in his grandfather's footsteps. He wanted to become a man 
of integrity just like his Grandpa. Troop 293 later moved 
to St. Mark Church in West Park. Jeremiah’s leadership 
position was that of Quartermaster. He reached his goal 
and became Eagle Scout in 1999. His Eagle project was a 
complete restoration of the landscaping at Berea Baptist 
Church in Berea, Ohio. Mr. D was Jeremiah’s role model 
and encouraged him to strive for greatness during his 
scouting career. He was able to attend scout camps such 
as Camp Merz in Maineville, New York, Halliburton in 
Canada, and the best one being a ten day trip to Philmont 
Scout Ranch, a high adventure camp in New Mexico. Mr. D 

Roots in Scouting
By Jackson Lamson
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encouraged the troop to become a “Traveling Troop.” Jer-
emiah is proud of achieving his goal of the rank of Eagle 
Scout in 1999 as well as graduating from Pennsylvania Cu-
linary Institute in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Cuyahoga 
Community College Fire/EMS Academy in Parma, Ohio. 
This began his service to the public that continues to this 
day.

Patrick Lee Lamson is the father of Jeremiah and grand-
father of Jackson Lamson. Mr. L began attending scout 
meetings in late 1996 as an adult volunteer. He started out 
as a driver for campouts giving back to the troop in little 
ways in thanks for the time other adults were investing in 
his son. He officially joined Troop 293 as Assistant Scout-
master in 1999. Mr. L explains that it is not all about him 
being the number one person, but the role is to encourage 
the scouts to do the best job they can in their advance-
ment and merit badge work while making Scouting look 
good. Mr. L councils six merit badge classes, including: 
Citizenships, Communication, Reading, and Scholarship. 
When he first joined as a leader, the scouts met in the 
basement of St. Patrick Church and he stated that the 
“carpets smelled old, not moldy just old.” He loves having 
fun with the guys, teaching new skills, “You gotta do it 
twice in a row, you might get it right once by accident.”

Douglas William DeWerth is but one of the many “Faces of 
Scouting” serving several troops in our West Park neigh-
borhood. This one man saw a need and inspires others to 
see the same need. Hundreds of the West Park Cleveland 
and neighboring communities’ youths have been shown 
the joys of Scouting because of Mr. D. Even though many 
youth become Scouts and not everyone reaches the rank 
of Eagle Scout, everyone has a great time. Mr. Douglas 
William DeWerth is my favorite “Face of Scouting.”

WWW.HORIZONOHIO.ORG

Schedule

a Tour!

Child Care Programs

FOR AGES 18 MONTHS TO 12 YEARS

High-Quality Care

Family Events

Individualized Learning

Before & Afterschool Programs - 
Transportation Provided

Open 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Year-Round Services O�ered

Cleveland, OH 44111
216-230-4432

CONNECT WITH US

@WestParkKamms | @KammsMarket

STAY UP TO DATE!

WPKND E-NEWS
community info|events

KAMM’S CORNERS
FARMERS MARKET

E-NEWS
weekly market schedule

SIGN UP FOR E-NEWS!



FULL SERVICE QUALITY  FULL SERVICE QUALITY 
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
PRINTINGPRINTING

Peggy Cook
Senior Sales Executive

Phone: 216-671-2222
Cell: 216-392-9393
Peggy@VeddaPrinting.com
www.VeddaPrinting.com

We set out to reflect a premium 
print project in everything we do.

From working with our customer 
by selecting a stock that meets 
their specific printing needs 
and expectations, to providing 
quality  customer service from 
Peggy Cook our knowledgeable 
Senior Sales Executive.

At Vedda Printing+, we set out to reflect the premium print project in everything we do.
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FAMILY FAMILY :::: PEDIATRIC  PEDIATRIC :::: COSMETIC  COSMETIC :::: RESTORATIVE  RESTORATIVE :::: DENTISTRY DENTISTRY

West Park Dental has been dedicated to providing first class dental care West Park Dental has been dedicated to providing first class dental care 
by using the latest technology with a commitment to our patient’s health. by using the latest technology with a commitment to our patient’s health. 
We are a full-service dental practice with an emphasis in family, pediatric, We are a full-service dental practice with an emphasis in family, pediatric, 
cosmetic and restorative dentistry. Our focus is quality and comfortable cosmetic and restorative dentistry. Our focus is quality and comfortable 
dental treatment and we truly believe “your smile says it all”.dental treatment and we truly believe “your smile says it all”.

Dr. Brian D. Gallagher 
Dr. Michael E. Gallagher

comprehensive care

:: Cosmetic Dentistry 
:: Family Dentistry 
:: Pediatric Dentistry 
:: Sedation Dentistry 
:: Implant Crowns 
:: Invisalign Orthodontics 
:: Teeth Whitening 
:: Veneers

OUR COVID RESPONSE 

West Park Dental is following the  

recommended CDC guidelines for  

safe care and are able to balance  

the need of providing all necessary 

dental services while minimizing  

risk to both our patients and our  

dental healthcare personnel.

WE WELCOME NEW SMILES! WE WELCOME NEW SMILES! :: 216.941.5535216.941.5535 :: Westparksmiles.com  Westparksmiles.com :: 1700117001 Albers Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio  Albers Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 4411144111
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

1606040

Life’s a combination of good 
days and bad. I have your 
back for both. And who has 
my back? The company more 
people have trusted for 
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

A good 
neighbor
has your 
back.

Justin Ragor CPCU, Agent
3878 Rocky River Drive Suite 4

Cleveland, OH  44111
Bus: 216-251-5300

justin@ragorinsurance.com

All Emergencies: 911

Cleveland Police, District 1 Office: 216-623-5100

Cleveland Police, Non-emergency: 216-621-1234

Cleveland Fire, Non-emergency HQ: 216-664-6800

Cleveland Fire, Smoke Alarms: 216-361-5535

Cleveland Refuse: 216-664-3717

Cleveland Animal Control: 216-664-3069

Councilman Charles Slife’s Office: 216-664-4239

Cleveland Water Department: 216-664-3130

Cleveland Department of Aging: 216-664-2833

Gunning Recreation Center: 216-420-7900

Cuyahoga County Auditor Call Center: 216-443-7452

Cuyahoga County Real Property Office: 216-443-7010

Social Service Referral: 211

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Friends of WPKND
Show your love for West Park Kamm’s by supporting WPKND in our annual Friends Campaign! 

Make checks payable to: West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development, 17407 Lorain Avenue Suite 200, Cleveland, Ohio, 44111

With you, WPKND can continue to strengthen our neighborhood, carrying on the strong history of residents 
and businesses coming together to see their neighborhood prosper. For more than 40 years, WPKND has been 
serving our residents and our community.
Your tax-deductible donation helps continue programming and events like the Kamm’s Corners Farmers Mar-
ket, Lawn Chair Cinema, The Hooley™, and Walk on Wednesdays. Together we can support our most vulnerable 
residents by assisting seniors in our community through the senior home repair program and connecting those 
in need to the resources essential to their well-being. By helping existing businesses to thrive and fostering new 
business growth, we can ensure our commercial corridors have a vibrant future. 
On behalf of the staff and board of West Park Kamm’s Neighborhood Development, we are thankful for your 
contribution! You can donate online at bit.ly/loveWPKND or mail back the form below!

bit.ly/loveWPKND

Every dollar of your donation will support WPKND’s mission and is a 100% tax-deductible gift!

NAME:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

$10
$25
$50

$100
$



When it can’t wait, we’re here.

All Emergency Departments are open.
You don’t plan for emergencies to happen, but we do.  

At Cleveland Clinic, your safety is our top priority, which is why our 
Emergency Department locations are open, sanitized and safe. 

We’re always ready for your most urgent medical needs.

Get the care you need from a team you can trust.

ClevelandClinic.org/Emergency

EMERGENCY




